The wses of the (Caucasas
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Cancasus was a wondenland of savageny and wealth, aé&maq,@zm-
cesses with magical powend, aymphs, Amagons, and primitive
"Lice-eatens" (Dhthecrophagec). This io the way many, perhaps all
peoples wse distant lands as distorting mivions of ther oun caltanes,
life. Did not the great poet Stota Ruotaveli wee Tudia in just this
way? Aud low i the (Caucasus ased wow? (Ponsider, mt‘éem
hand, the modewnist campaign of Russia, otill dreaming -
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duccessons in the Ruemlin now seel to achieve, by all means weces-
sany, a "Chectumia bey chectentoes". Then, on the other hand, there
¢e the fpodt-modenn, fodt-industrialiot campaign of Amenican glob-
Coca-Cola and mobile teleplhiones. The rtmenicans wodld much
dince they are uceded as a market for foreign goods, iutenmediances
u the exploctation of nesounces, a dowrce of cheap labor Ghreeks,
Russcans and Amenicans - each nation {formed an image of the
Caucasians themselues. The Greeks, Ruosians and Americans told



We too, the authore and editons of Amenani, wse the (Cancasus.
We explone cto padt, dig ap it ol in deanch of ancient settlements
and {follblore. We too have oarn own perspectives and our own weeds,
our oun dtorces To Tell. Fow then do we differ from Greek geogra-
pliens, Russian impenialists and Amenican capitalists? The differn-
ence, & thene o Co be oue, madl come from a commilment on our
pant, whether we ane natives of the (laucasus or foreiguens, to endure
that oarn work does uot nepredent yet another chapiter in the lony his-
tony of the exploctation of the enth and South (aucasus. Tt o oun
wenae for pablishing neseanch which o not affdliated with any gou-
ewument agency o anivendcty. ¢ o aldo oan lope that Amirand will
always be animated by a spinct of neciprocity. By encournaging foub -
lication in languages accessible to a local, ae well as global, nead-
enhis, we hope to open a dialogue in which both researchens and
those they otudy will have a wice. Tu ¢o doing, we arne advancing
formand, yet perkaps in a way we aldo return to the fractice of a
time that predates even Yason and the hgonauts. Some linguicts
aud ancheologiste believe that the Proto-Tudo-Euncpean opeech
commanitly was located clode to the (aucasus approvimately 7000
yeans ago. (Poutacts between Tudo- Earopeans and (aucasians were
{requent and long - dtanding encagh to effect both groupe - cdeas.
changed in both dinections. Let uo hope that exchanges between in-
benncum after (Uncot will be charactenized by a spinct of dhaning that
€2 at once (00t - oot - modenn, and fre- frre- madern.
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