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Kakhi Tsereteli
City of Jhinvani and Dariali Pass Highway
Summary

Inthe XII century the main reason for building the city of Jhinvani
is beleaved the necessity of controlling the strategicaly highly important
Dariali highway by the Westen and Eastern Kingdom. According to our
observations the mentioned highway long before appearance of Jhinvani
was controlled by Kakheti Kingdom, which is witnessed by powerful
fortification system along the road in the VIII-IX cc. Archaeological
excavations showed that Jhinvani was built in the XI-XI11 cc. and itsmain
function in Eastern georgiain the historical highland of Phovi privunce
was bringing in into commun State space and consisted in maximal
integration which had great importance for the military and political power
of the State. Connection with Jhinvani Dariali Highway makes doubtful a
number of aspects. Specifically, Jhinvani wasbuilt guitefar to the North of
Darialy highway; it had its own defvencive walls; near to the Sauthern
gates there was caravan station; just near to it was the Custom-house and
in the city itself there concentrated hearths of artisan manufactures.

Hence, Jhinvani on the Dariali highway was more oriented on
Phovi and on making deeper commercial and cultrural tiers with the
neighbouring Caucasian peiplesin the North.



