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Dodona Kiziria

Tyrant as Messiah

“Stalin. Childhood and Youth,” a narrative poem by a brilliant poet
Giorgi Leonidze was published in 1939. The subtitle indicated that it was
only the first part of the poem yet to be completed. However, it never was.
Leonidze did not and as a close reading of the poem demonstrates, could
not write any subsequent part of it.

The poem was published two years after the author’s brother was
arrested during the political purges during the infamous year of 1937. It
may be surmised that Leonidze wrote the poem as a plea for the life of his
brother as well as for his own. The structure of the poem bears noticable
similarity to “Vladimir Ilich Lenin,” Vladimir Mayakovsky’s poetic valedic-
tion on Lenin’s death, published in 1924. It is possible that in his desire to
attain the best possible result with the publication of his glorification of
Stalin, Leonidze tried to emulate already existing model created by the
renowned poet.

One particularly remarkable feature of these poems is that they both
are structured in a manner reminiscent of Holy Scriptures. Both poems
have an introductory part that invokes a history of mankind before the
birth of their respective heroes — Lenin and Stalin. In Holy Bible this would
correspond to Old Testament, i.e. the world before the birth of Christ.
However, theirs is the history seen through the prism of Marxist notion of
the class struggle that would inevitably lead to the Socialist revolution
and its subsequent victory. Mayakovsky’s poem ends with Lenin’s ascen-
sion to immortality, Leonidze’s young Stalin is presented as a messiah
recognizable by many sacred signs and symbols but the one yet to achieve
his full glory. The vocabulary and imagery of Leonidze’s poem in particu-
lar has strong religious overtones traceable to the scriptural texts.

It was exactly the Christ-like image of his hero that must have made it
impossible for Leonidze to write the concluding second part of the poem.
In accordance with the life of the biblical messiah the protagonist would
have ended his life on the cross. Such flight of poetic imagination would
have cost Leonidze his life.



