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David Sandodze

Georgian-Ukrainian Literary Relations in the XIX and the
beginning of the XX century
(summary)

Georgian and Ukrainian peoples strived to build relations between them-
selves from the ancient times. From 1801 when Georgia was gradually inte-
grated in Czarist Russia, these relations acquired even stronger basis. Georgian
students in Russia and the Ukraine were in close relations with the Ukrainian
young people and public figures. Georgian students studying in the cities of the
Ukraine took active part in the social life of the country.

From 1894, until 1917 in the main cities of the Ukraine there were orga-
nized so-called “Caucasian evenings” and “Georgian evenings” dedicated to
Georgian literature and culture. Such famous Georgian public figures as: Meliton
Balanchivadze, Alexandre Tsereteli, Shalva Dadiani and others used to take
part in these evenings in different years. Above all the magazines “Zoria” and
“Pravda” being published in Lvov gave the translations of N. Baratashvili, I.
Chavchavadze, A. Tsereteli, 1. Davitashvili, M. Gurieliand others in Ukrainian.
Georgian translator Giorgi Namoradze who knew Ukrainian perfectly contrib-
uted greatly to develop these relations.

The most popular poet at that time was Akaki Tsereteli, whose remarkable
relations with the Ukrainian poet Taras Shevchenko Ukrainians valued very
highly. Great Georgian public figure [lia Chavchavadze also had very close con-
tacts with the Ukrainian culture. O.Lototski, B.Grishchenco, A. Grabovski and
Lesia Ukrainka (under the pen name of “Pali”) translated his writings in Ukrai-
nian. Chavchvadze’s treacherous murder agitated the Ukrainian society. The
“Rada” newspaper published an information about this fact and on November
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4, 1912 in Kharkov there was organized a memorial meeting to Ilia Chavchavadze
attended by Akaki Tsereteli.

In the XIX century Ukrainian writers like M.Gulaki and A. Navrotski lived
and worked in Tbilisi for a long time. They studied “Knight in the Tiger’s Skin”
by Rustaveli andother works of the Georgian writers. At the end of the XIX
century and the beginning of the XX century a brilliant Ukrainian poet Lesia
Ukrainka lived and worked in Georgia, her immortal works were translated in
Georgian t0o.

Due to their remarkable literary relations, Georgian and Ukrainian peoples
wrote brilliant pages in the history of their countries.




