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bodomogomals s@dmbagmgmon, 3 38-0b MM gdom, . 3@ 33Mab
do(3b9bo 630Dy FgdoMgmdl. badmbobmama d4bgdfing dme-
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3M0bgomb, 33006 dMnbgom-smg M30bal, sb@ninmo bobabs o
3990 boyyzbggdals.

dgamal smbBgBHommmds

obfMoe Ne1-dn, dm330L LodbMHgom-sbogmgm ggmomddy,
3NENONmo 3qgbgdn o ogadboMgdams. 0d(3e, dmMsgob
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3580 353mbaMhggos oo Bmdob xs3gd0L BMoadgb@gdo (L. 9,).

m3m Neg obfoma Ne2-obs ©s obGoma Ne3-ob JggFogdols
o0a0mdg dgdomgmdl, Wal3-bs oo Wald 3300688 9d80. m&3m
36168 Jos s3mgMama. 53mzbademoas bosGnm, bbgsmabbzs gmem-
3ol Ladgy@bgm ©s6n36madal Mayal J3gdoom, (sbmggmal dgmg-
doms 0 396M38030Lb §Megdgb@gdoom. 39Medngs sMg dMabyombs
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LobgMg@o nofomgdo Bomdmmagbamoas gMon 93dgd3motam,
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39990L noMamgda, mdbownsbals 5658 39(3900 @ Mayol ob doDom@al
J30L LabEgb-boboygda. sdxgMem Fbmmmme 3090l noMamgdlL gsb-
30bomagm, Mm3gmo obGam Ner-8o, sy d3Gobgomb bsbol
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3009900. babnsmegds mfngg 3bMnEsb 393b3gmn Mg@mdnoc. 8aba
Lodmdom 3oMn ybgdow sMab s3dormn, bmem Dgos oM (sbgbs
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bogobgdn@n gmmdob. ©eddsaggdamoas m@mIbEngsm, 35dbzgon
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dm3nbomg, Mawasb 34 b 3nbggdal 6ggdmdgdl sbasbgdamema
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MBs n;d3ol, MM madgobgzal bodmbobmemdy oMy s g300b
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bobnsmob gobamzggzo. sbggg bozdome dobd@edymo mbfmama gs-
39905 3m330L ,,ggmab™ FboMgl (Neg). Bo(3 Forsgating, mbamgdl
dbmemme aMdngem sboboomgdm dobIEednmmds, dsmn bogsby 3o
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Levan Losaberidze, Mariam Eloshvili
Tamar Bitchashvili, Nazi Khundadze

Lashetkhevi multilayer settlement

Introduction
Levan Losaberidze

Lashetkhevi settlement is located on the left bank of river Kura in Shida
Kartli region, 3 km eastern to Uplistsikhe rock-cut town (Fig.1). Site was
excavated in 1973 by the Uplistsikhe archaeological expedition (Geor-
gian National Museum) with supervising of Dr. Davit Khakhutaishvili.
Excavations did not continue in next years and 1973’s results remained
unpublished except of one article about Early Bronze Age pottery assem-
blage from this site [Akhalaia 1997]. It is the first attempt to publish the
results from wider view.

Four long trenches excavated. Each one included 3X3m squares.
Trenches Nel and Ne3 crossed the mound from SW to NE and overall it
was about 84 m long. Trench Ne2 makes 900 with trench Ne4 in northern
part of the mound (Fig. 2; Fig. 3). Site was damaged earlier, once in 1930’s
when this territory used to plough and later in 1968-69 made trenches for
plant the trees. Excavations here revealed Early Bronze, Late Bronze-Early
Iron Age, Classical, and Medieval age cultural layers.

Site description

Trench Nel is represented by possible medieval buildings with stone
foundation in Sg1-Sfl squares (Fig. 4; Fig. 5), but this area includes EBA
pottery and lithics such as flint spearhead, and sickle blades (Fig. 7). It
seems medieval walls destroyed earlier levels. Archaeologists assumed
that they discovered so-called Khovle type oven (LBA) and they suggested
excavating it next year but excavations here did not continue so far.

Nine pits discovered in Wal3/14-We13/14 squares of trench Ne2 (Fig.
5; Fig. 8)). Basically, different period materials from EBA to medieval are
mixed in these pits (Fig. 8; Fig. 9; Fig. 10). Significant objects from this
trench are small figure with extended “horns”. Object belongs to Kura-
Araxes culture but it is broken and function remains undetermined. Another
thing from this trench to note is an antler fragments which supposed to be
waste that has traces of cutting made with metal tool (Fig. 9,).

Only one medieval building discovered in trench Ne3. Its floor is covered
with slabs (Fig. 4). Building was destroyed after fire. There was 20-30 cm
thick ashy layer sat on the floor and included early medieval pottery sherds.
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Aim to excavate trench Ne4 in northern part of the mound was to find
out if the settlement had defensive ditch from the north because the mound
was defended naturally with riverbeds and ravines from other three sides.
Excavations show that ditch supposed to be 4.0-4.2 m deep. It was used in
medieval period to build semi-subterranean house there and cut LBA-EIA
and Classical age layers.

Worked bone and lithic assemblages
Mariam Eloshvili, Tamar Bitchashvili

Bone and stone tools at Lashetkhevi settlement are much lesser than
pottery assemblage. Seven bone objects separated from zooarchaeologi-
cal collection. Most of them are very damaged by natural taphonomy and
it is hard to determine their function. We divided them into five groups:

1. Pointed tools

2. Polishing tools

3. Waste

4. Undetermined

5. Others

Pointed tools are represented by one item. It is made on tubular bone
flake, the percussion of the bone is direct breaking, processed only point of
the tool. On the very edge of the point is a tracing of the use-wear (Fig. 11,).

Polishing tools also represented by one sample. The tool is very dam-
aged and there is left just small part of the edge, but still visibile use-wear
on the working part, the reason why we separated that to this the group.

Another group is waste where we have one sample of antler waste. It
has traces of the removing from the three parts. Cutting apparently made
with metal tool (Fig. 9,).

Others — group includes one sample, made on antler, it is cut and pol-
ished from two sides. Inner part of the polished bone is perforated and has
traces. Tool might be used as a handle (Fig. 11, ,).

Undetermined group has three items. Despite the morphological shape
we decided to separate them from others because of the missing working
parts (Fig. 11,). The third item is broken and there is only mesio-proximal
fragment left.

Due to the less number of bone tools and their damage we are not able
to discuss them in wider context. We can only conclude that the trace on
the antler has made with metal tool that suggests that this antler was used
in historical age, most probably in medieval period. Another significant
thing is so-called handle of some sharp edged tool (lithic or metal) that
could be knife or small sized dagger.
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Lithics are also represented by very small assemblage. Basic raw mate-
rial in the collection is flint and all samples are tools. Other raw materials
are obsidian, cobble, and basalt. Flint tools are discovered in trench Nel,
next to the EBA pottery. There are only four samples of flint tools, three
of them are sickle blades and one is spearhead (Fig. 7).

Conclusion

Even though limited investigations and results at Lashetkhevi, site
demonstrates that the multi-layer settlement has significant potential to
contribute our knowledge about middle Kura basin as one of the populated
region in different times. Due to the highly damaged picture since early
20th century, settlement type remains unknown for us. Despite modern
damages site itself as a multi-layer phenomenon has destroyed earlier
layers after built later ones. Such multi-period sites are quite known from
Shida Kartli region (e.g. Gudabertka [Mindiashvili et al. 2012], Dedoplis
Gora/Aradetis Orgora [Rova 2014]) where they have settled once in Early
Bronze Age and later in Late Bronze-Early Iron Age.

We would like to discuss the methodology what was used during 1973’s
excavations. We think that there was no need to make 80m long trench
(Nel and Ne3) to see site structure. Another big scale trench was made at
the north part of the mound but every trench were quite non-standard shape
that gave us very limited data about the site.

We think that continue of the excavations at Lashetkhevi will give us
new information that would be interesting in a regional context. Important
thing is to adapt new methodology to investigate this multi-layer site. It is
very important to figure out settlement types of Bronze Age. Significant
is discovery of possible Khovle-type oven which remains under question
mark. Also, later period layers are very important. It is interesting that
Classical Age pottery sherds are mentioned in field diary but we have
only registered Hellenistic period small-sized varnished diagnostic sherd.

At last, we think that future long-term and multi-disciplinary ar-
chaeological investigations will shed a light all questions and problems
mentioned above.
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Illustrations

1. Aerial photograph of the site (arcgis.com); 2. Location of the
site at topomap

Sectors, grid and excavated areas (Original drawing)

1. Grid and excavated areas related to aerial photograph; 2. Site
view from the north

1. Stone structures at Sg1-Sf1 squares; 2-4. Pottery sherds from
different periods

Plans of the trenches Nel, Ne2, and Ne3 (Redrawn and digitized
by L. Losaberidze)

Late Bronze-Early Iron Age pottery sherds from trench Nel
Flint spearhead and sickle blades from trench Nel, dated to EBA
1. Trench Ne2, Pits from Wal3/14-We13/14 squares; 2-7. EBA
sherds from pits

1. Sherd of medieval butter churn; 2-3. Different size vessels;
4. Antler fragments

Different type lids from trench Ne2, dated to EBA

1-2. Bone tool, possible handle; 3. Pointed tool; 4. Pointed tool
(damaged)
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