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laSeTxevis mravalfeniani namosaxlari

Sesavali
levan losaberiZe

laSeTxevis namosaxlari 1973 wels gaiTxara uflis-
cixis arqeologiuri eqspediciis mier, d. xaxutaiSvilis 
xelmZRvanelobiT.1 Zeglis Seswavla momdevno wlebSi aRar 
gagrZelebula da veRarc 1973 wlis Sedegebis gamoqveyneba 
moxerxda.2 Sedegad, Cven mier pirvelad qveyndeba Salva 
amiranaSvilis saxelobis xelovnebis muzeumis ufliscixis 
arqeologiuri masalebis fondSi daculi laSeTxevis 
eqspediciis savele dRiuris monacemebi, romelsac Tan 
vurTavT nawili masalis pirvelad analizsa da xelaxla 
Sesrulebul foto da grafikul ilustraciebs. Tumca 
aqve isic unda aRiniSnos, rom dRiurSi naxazebi da gegmebi 
mwiri raodenobiTaa daculi, amitom qvemoT warmodgenil 
kvadratTa aRwerilobas yvela SemTxvevaSi ar erTvis 
grafikuli aRweriloba. 

laSeTxevis namosaxlari Sida qarTlSi, ufliscixis 
naqalaqaris aRmosavleTiT, 3 km-is daSorebiT, md. mtkvris 
marcxena napirze mdebareobs. namosaxlari bunebriv bor-
cvzea ganlagebuli, romelsac aRmosavleTidan mdinare 
laSeTxevi Camouyveba, es ukanaskneli ki, Tavis mxriv mtkvars 
uerTdeba (sur. 1). 

namosaxlari, gaTxrebis dasagegmad daiyo oTx seqtorad, 
romelTa gamyofi xazebi damxrobili iyo SO-NW (150°-330°) 
da SW-NO (240°-60°). stratigrafiis dadgenis mizniT ki, 
oTxi Txrili gakeTda _ Txrili №1, Txrili №2, Txrili 
№3, Txrili №4 (sur. 2).

Txrili №1, Txril №3-Tan erTad, miznad isaxavda 
mTliani namosaxlaris gadakveTas samxreT-dasavleTidan 
Crdilo-aRmosavleTis mimarTulebiT. Txrili №2, Txril 

1 eqspediciis monawileebi: T. qarumiZe, v. gadilia, l. kobaiZe, i. jandieri
2 mogvianebiT gamoqveynda erTaderTi statia laSeTxevis adre brinjaos 
xanis keramikis Sesaxeb [axalaia : 2000]
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№4-Tan qmnis 900-ian kuTxes, romlis mizani iyo strati-
grafiis dadgena borcvis Crdilo-dasavleT nawilSi, e.w. 
„yelis“ maxloblad (sur. 3). 

cnobilia, rom namosaxlaris teritoria ixvneboda 
1930-ian wlebSi. Semdgom, 1968-1969 wlebSi, aq satyeo meur-
neobas gaukeTebia Txrilebi tyis gasaSeneblad, romelic 
mogvianebiT miutovebia. am dros mniSvnelovnad dazianda 
kulturuli fenebi. stratigrafiulma Txrilebma Zeglze 
oTxi periodis arqeologiuri masala gamoavlina _ adre 
brinjaos, gvian brinjao-adre rkinis, antikuri xanisa da 
Sua saukuneebis.

Zeglis aRweriloba

Txril №1-Si, borcvis samxreT-dasavleT ferdobze, 
kulturuli fenebi ar dafiqsirebula. Tumca, borcvis 
Txemze, dazianebuli fenis qveS dadasturda nacrovani 
fena, romelic adre da gvian brinjaos xanis masalas 
Seicavda. rogorc TxrilSi, ise zedapirze, gamovlinda 
xanZarSi moxvedrili qvebisa da Tixis baTqaSebis didi 
raodenoba. Txrili №1 S seqtorSi mdebareobs, sadac Sd1 
kvadratSi nacrovani fena gamovlinda. kvadratis Crdilo-
aRmosavleT nawilSi aRmoCnda ormo, romlis Tavze qvebi 
eyara. qvebis grovaSi dafiqsirda ramdenime cxovelis Tavis 
qala. ormos simaRle 0.60 m-ia. igi amovsebuli iyo nacriT, 
romelSic areuli iyo sxvadasxva periodis keramikis 
fragmentebi. aseTive suraTi dafiqsirda Se1 kvadratSi. 
Sf1 kvadratSi aRmoCnda talaxze nagebi kedlis saZirkvlis 
naSTi, romelsac zemodan nacrovani fena edo. aRmoCenil 
masalaSi Warbobs adre brinjaos xanis keramika, kedlis 
fragmenti ki Sua saukuneebis unda iyos. nagebobis kvali 
aRmoCnda Sg1 kvadratSic, romelSic aseve areuli iyo brin-
jaos xanisa da masze gviandeli periodis arqeologiuri 
masala (sur. 4). rogorc Cans, Sua saukuneebis nagebobebis 
mier dazianebulia brinjaos xanis fenebi, rasac unda 
gamoewvia masalis aseTi areva. Sua saukuneebis nagebobis 
kedlebi nagebia fleTili qviT talaxze da, savaraudod, 
miwur sacxovrebels unda warmoadgendes. sacxovreblis 
interieris maqsimaluri siRrme miwis zedapiridan 1.20-1.30 
m-ia. Sh1 kvadratSi, gamTxrelTa varaudiT, aRmoCnda e.w. 
xovluri tipis Rumelis naSTi, romlis gawmenda 1973 wlis 
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gaTxrebis dros veRar moeswro da eqspedicia mis srulfa-
sovnad gaTxras momdevno wels apirebda, Tumca arc 1974 
wels da arc Semdgom laSeTxevis namosaxlaris gaTxrebi 
aRar gagrZelebula (sur. 5, 6, 7).

Txrili №2 mTlianad nacrovani feniT iyo savse. aqac, 
msgavsad Txrili №1-isa, naxanZrali qvebi aRmoCnda. am 
TxrilSi 9 ormo dafiqsirda, ZiriTadad Wa13, Wb13, Wc13, 
Wd13 da We13 kvadratebSi (sur. 5; sur. 81). 

ormo №1 aRmoCnda We13-Si. is CaWrilia Tixnar fenaSi 
da nawilobriv Txrilis gareT eqceva. misi simaRle 1.10 
m-ia, diametri _ 1.40 m. amovsebuli iyo nacriTa da nangrevi 
qvebiT. aseve aRmoCnda didi raodenobiT Tixis WurWlis 
natexebi _ ZiriTadad Zv.w. II aTaswleulis dasasrulisa 
da Zv.w. I aTaswleulis dasawyisis. ormoSi aseve gvxvdeba 
cxovelis Zvlebi.

ormo №2 Wd13 da We13 kvadratebSi mdebareobs. igi 
gruntSia CaWrili. amovsebuli iyo nacriTa da qvebiT, 
aseve Tixis WurWlis natexebiT. ormos simaRle 0.30 m-ia, 
diametri _ 1.60 m.

ormo №3 Wa13 kvadratis Crdilo-dasavleT kuTxeSi 
mdebareobs. msgavsad ormo №2-sa, isic gruntSia CaWrili 
da nacriTaa amovsebuli. ormos simaRlea 0.40 m, diametri 
_ 1.10 m. dasavleTidan amoWrili aqvs patara foso. ormoSi 
ZiriTadad adre brinjaos xanis keramika gvxvdeba (sur. 8), 
cxovelis ZvlebTan erTad. gamosayofia adre brinjaos xa-
nis, mtkvar-araqsis kulturisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli ieris 
mqone Sverilebiani nivTis fragmenti, romlis daniSnule-
bac ucnobia (sur. 82).

ormo №4 Wb13 da Wc13 kvadratebSi mdebareobs. is 
Tixnar fenaSia CaWrili da nacriTaa amovsebuli, sadac 
sxvadasxva periodis keramika gvxvdeba adre brinjaos xani-
dan adre Sua saukuneebamde. ormoSi aRmoCnda cxovelis 
Zvlebic.

ormo №5 Wc13 kvadratis samxreT nawilSi mdebareobs. 
rogorc Cans, ormo ramdenjermea gamoyenebuli sxvadasxva 
periodSi. zeda fena Sua saukuneebs ekuTvnis, qveda ki _ 
gvian brinjao-adre rkinis xanas. zeda fenis damaTariRe-
beli iyo adre Sua saukuneebis Ria feris karaqis sadRve-
belis natexebi (sur. 91)

ormo №6 Wb13 kvadratis dasavleT nawilSi mdebareobs. 
isic nacriTaa amovsebuli. gvxvdeba sxvadasxva periodis 
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keramika da cxovelis Zvlebi. ormos simaRle 0.30 m-ia, di-
ametri _ 0.95 m. 

ormo №7 Wa13 kvadratis samxreT-dasavleT nawilSi mde-
bareobs. ormo gruntSia amoWrili. amovsebuli iyo nacriTa 
da keramikis natexebiT. yuradRebas iqcevs irmis rqis didi 
fragmenti (sur. 94), romelsac qvemoT ganvixilavT.

ormo №8 aseve Wa13 kvadratSi mdebareobs da nawilo-
briv dazianebulia ormo №7-is mier. ormo amovsebuli iyo 
nacriT, keramikis natexebiTa da cxovelis ZvlebiT. kerami-
kaSi gamosarCevia didi zomis jamebis fragmentebi (sur. 93).

ormo №9 Txrili №2-isa da Txrili №3-is SeerTebis 
adgilze mdebareobs, Wa13-sa da Wa14 kvadratebSi. ormo 
gruntSia amoWrili. amovsebulia nacriT, sxvadasxva for-
mis sameurneo daniSnulebis riyis qvebiT, cxovelis Zvle-
biTa da keramikis fragmentebiT. keramika adre brinjaosa 
(sur. 10) da gvian brinjao-adre rkinis xanisaa (sur. 92). 

Txril №3-Si aRmoCnda mxolod erTi nagebobis kvali, 
romelic Sua saukuneebis unda iyos. nageboba gruntSia 
CaWrili, daaxloebiT 1 m-is siRrmeze. iataki qvis filebiTaa 
mogebuli. Senoba xanZris Sedegadaa dangreuli. iatakze 20-
30 sm sisqis nacris fena ido, romelic adre Sua saukuneebis 
keramikis fragmentebs Seicavda (sur. 4). 

Txrili №4, rogorc aRvniSneT, miznad isaxavda strati-
grafiis dadgenas borcvis yelze. aseve misi mizani iyo imis 
dadgena, hqonda Tu ara borcvs TavdacviTi Txrili Crdilo-
eTidan, radgan, rogorc zemoT vaxseneT, is danarCeni sami 
mxridan bunebrivad iyo daculi. Txril №4-Si kulturuli 
fena zedapiridan mxolod Wa14 kvadratSi gvxvdeba, sadac 
is nacris saxiTaa SemorCenili da mcire zomis keramikis 
fragmentebs Seicavs. fenis siRrme Wa14 kvadratSi 25 sm-ia. 
Wa14-dan Wa20-mde fena steriluria. rogorc Cans, aq unda 
iwyebodes dasaxlebis TavdacviTi Txrili, romlis maqsi-
maluri siRrme miwis Tanamedrove zedapiridan 4.0-4.2 m-s 
Seadgens. TavdaviTi Txrilis CrdiloeTiT, Wa21 kvadratSi 
fiqsirdeba calfad nagebi kedeli, romelic diagonalze, 
CrdiloeTidan samxreTis mimarTulebiT gadakveTs mas. 
kedlis dasavleT nawilSi, saZirkvlis donemde amodioda 
Sua saukuneebis Tixis WurWlis natexebi. rogorc Cans, 
Sua saukuneebSi TavdacviTi Txrilis kvali jer kidev 
iyo SemorCenili, romelic miwuri saxlis asaSeneblad ga-
mouyenebiaT, ra drosac CauWriaT antikuri xanisa da gvian 
brinjao-adre rkinis xanis fenebi.
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Zvlisa da qvis masala 
mariam eloSvili, Tamar biWaSvili

laSeTxevis namosaxlarze Zvlisa da qvis masala, kerami-
kasTan SederebiT, mcire raodenobiTaa warmodgenili. 
Zvlis koleqciaSi SedarebiT mravladaa osteologiuri 
masala, damuSavebuli Zvali ki naklebia. amjerad mxolod 
am ukanasknels SevexebiT. zogadad, Zvlis masala Zalzed 
dazianebulia da fragmentuladaa SemorCenili. iaraRebis 
umetesoba daSlilia da maTi funqciis dadgena ver xerx-
deba, xSir SemTxvevaSi tipologiuri jgufis gansazRvrac 
SeuZlebelia. sul gamovlenilia Svidi nivTi, romelic 
ramdenime jgufad iyofa: 

1. saxvreti iaraRebi
2. saprialebeli iaraRebi
3. samrewvelo narCeni
4. ganusazRvreli
5. sxva
saxvreti iaraRebi warmodgenilia erTi egzemplariT, 

romelic damzadebulia lulovani Zvlis anatkecze, da-
muSavebuli aqvs mxolod wveris nawili, romelzec kargad 
etyoba gamoyenebis kvalic (sur. 113).

saprialebeli iaraRic erTi nimuSiTaa warmodgenili. is 
Zalian aris dazianebuli, darCenilia mxolod piris nawili. 
rTulad, Tumca mainc ganirCeva mogluvebuli piri, riTac 
ganisazRvra am nivTis jgufi.

samrewvelo narCeni warmodgenilia irmis rqis fragmen-
tiT, romelsac sami mxridan moclili aqvs daboloebebi 
da samive maTganze etyoba Rrma Wris kvali, savaraudod 
Sesrulebuli metalis iaraRiT (sur. 94).

ganusazRvrel jgufSi sami nivTi SeviyvaneT. ori maT-
ganis morfologia metnaklebad ganirCeva, Tumca wveris 
dazianebis gamo Tavs vikavebT romelime kategoriisaTvis 
mikuTvnebisagan (sur. 114). mesame nivTi ki mxolod bolo 
nawiliTaa warmodgenili, wveri ki momtvreuli aqvs, amitom 
misi daniSnulebis gansazRvra SeuZlebelia.

sxva _ am jgufSi gamovyaviT milovani Zvali, romelic 
gadaWrili da mogluvebulia Tavsa da boloSi. SuaSi 
Rrublovani nawili mTlianad aqvs gamoclili da SigniT 
SeiniSneba Rrma Wris kvali, rac vfiqrobT masSi mWreli sa-
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gnis CasmasTan unda yofiliyo dakavSirebuli. Sesabamisad, 
is saxelurs/tars warmoadgenda (sur. 111,2).

masalis simcire da dazianebis faqtori farTo msjelo-
bisa da daskvnebis gakeTebis saSualebas ar iZleva. warmod-
genili masalis safuZvelze mxolod imis Tqma SegviZlia, 
rom rqaze SerCenili Wris kvali, romelic, Cveni azriT, 
metalis iaraRiTaa Sesrulebuli, gvafiqrebinebs, rom is 
gviandeli periodisaa (savaraudod Sua saukuneebi). aseve 
aRsaniSnavia e.w. saxeluri/tari, romelSic savaraudod qvis 
an metalis mWreli iaraRi ismeoda da danis an sxva mcire 
zomis basri iaraRis funqcias asrulebda.

rac Seexeba gamovlenil qvis masalas, isic sakmaod 
mcire raodenobiTaa warmodgenili. ZiriTadad gvxvdeba 
kaJis iaraRebi, obsidianis anatkecebi da riyis an bazaltis 
qvis sasres-sanayebi. amjerad mxolod kaJis iaraRebs gan-
vixilavT, romelic Txril №1-Si, adre brinjaos xanis 
masalasTan erTad gamovlinda. kaJis iaraRebi mxolod 
da mxolod oTxi erTeuliTaa warmodgenili, maTgan sami 
namglis CasarTia, erTi ki _ Subispiri (sur. 7).

namglis CasarTi №1 _ moyavisfro feris, saSualo zomis, 
kaJisagan damzadebuli namglis CasarTi, romelsac marT-
kuTxedis forma aqvs. damuSavebulia misi orive gverdi da 
kideebi. xasiaTdeba orive mxridan Semxvedri retuSiT. misi 
samuSao piri uxeSad aris dakbiluli, xolo zeda marcxena 
kuTxe momrgvalebulia sxva kuTxeebTan SedarebiT. mas 
namgalSi Sua pozicia ekava. dazianebisa da cecxlis kvali 
ar SeiniSneba.

namglis CasarTi №2 _ monacrisfro, savaraudod sa-
Sualo sigrZis (dazianebuli) kaJis namglis CasarTi. da-
muSavebulia ormxrivad, Semxvedri retuSiT. misi samuSao 
piri araTanabradaa dakbiluli.

namglis CasarTi №3 _ monacrisfro, saSualo sigrZis, 
naviseburi formis. damuSavebulia ormxrivad, Semxvedri 
retuSiT. aseve retuSirebulia misi kideebi, gverdebuli 
momrgvalebuli, xolo samuSao piri, sxva CasarTebisgan 
gansxvavebiT, stabilurad aris dakbiluli. 

Subispiri _ yavisferi, kaJis Subispiri, konusiseburi 
moyvanilobis. kargad damuSavebuli, gverdebze Semxvedri 
retuSiT da sakmaod didi facetisebri anatkecebiT. mo-
texili aqvs fuZe.
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daskvna

rogorc vxedavT, laSeTxevi, Zalian saintereso, mra-
valfeniani namosaxlaria, romelic amavdroulad sakmaod 
dazianebulia rogorc axlo warsulSi warmoebuli miwis 
samuSaoebis Sedegad, ise TiTon Zeglis specifikidan ga-
momdinare, radgan Sua saukuneebis nagebobebs dazianebuli 
aqvs adreuli periodis fenebi. am tipis mravalfenian na-
mosaxlarebs Cven kargad vicnobT Sida qarTlidan, sadac 
erTi da igive teritoria dasaxlebulia rogorc adre, 
ise gvian brinjaos xanaSi, aseTebia gudabertya [Mindiashvili 
et al. 2012], dedoflis gora [Rova 2014] da sxva. Tumca aqve 
unda iTqvas, rom laSeTxevis namosaxlarze adre da gvian 
brinjaos xanis fenebi imdenadaa dazianebuli, rom arse-
buli monacemebiT maTze msjeloba sakmaod rTulia. aseve 
vfiqrobT, rom eqspediciis mier gaTxrebis meTodologia 
arcTu sworad iyo SerCeuli, radgan migvaCnia, rom ar iyo 
saWiro 80 m sigrZis Txrilis (№1 da №3) gakeTeba Zeglis 
xasiaTis gasarkvevad. aseve sakmaod masStaburi Txrili ga-
keTda borcvis „yelis“ mxares (№4). rac mTavaria, Txrilebs 
mxolod grZivad axasiaTebT masStaburoba, maTi sigane ki 
mxolod 3 m-ia, rac sakmaod arastandartul suraTs gva-
Zlevs gaTxrili farTobebis kuTxiT.

vfiqrobT, momavalSi, laSeTxevis namosaxlarze gaTx-
rebis ganaxleba saintereso Sedegebis momtani iqneba. rac 
mTavaria, Zeglis swori gaTxrisaTvis aucilebelia Taname-
drove meTodologiis gamoyeneba, raTa ukeT iqnas Seswav-
lili rogorc brinjaos, ise gviandeli xanis fenebi. Cveni 
azriT, gansakuTrebiT sainteresoa dadgindes adre da gvian 
brinjaos xanis kulturuli fenebis xasiaTi _ Tu ra tipis 
ZeglTan gvaqvs saqme am qronologiur periodebSi, radgan 
rogorc gaTxrebis Sedegebidan SevityveT, gamovlinda 
mxolod ormoebi, sadac warmodgenili iyo brinjaos xanis 
masala, isic sakmaod dazianebuli saxiT. aseve sainteresoa 
savaraudo xovluri Rumelis arsebobis faqti. garda amisa, 
rasakvirvelia yuradRebis miRma ar unda darCes antikuri 
da Sua saukuneebis kulturuli fenebi. am mxriv sayuradRe-
boa, rom savele dRiurSi naxsenebia adre antikuri xanis 
kermikis fragmentebi, Tumca masalis damuSavebisas Cven 
mxolod elinisturi xanis, mcire zomis Savlakiani WurWlis 
fragmenti davafiqsireT. saboloo jamSi, vfiqrobT, rom 
zemoT ganxilul problemur sakiTxebs momavalma gaTxrebma 
unda mohfinos naTeli. 
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Levan Losaberidze, Mariam Eloshvili
Tamar Bitchashvili, Nazi Khundadze

Lashetkhevi multilayer settlement

Introduction
Levan Losaberidze

Lashetkhevi settlement is located on the left bank of river Kura in Shida 
Kartli region, 3 km eastern to Uplistsikhe rock-cut town (Fig.1). Site was 
excavated in 1973 by the Uplistsikhe archaeological expedition (Geor-
gian National Museum) with supervising of Dr. Davit Khakhutaishvili. 
Excavations did not continue in next years and 1973’s results remained 
unpublished except of one article about Early Bronze Age pottery assem-
blage from this site [Akhalaia 1997]. It is the first attempt to publish the 
results from wider view. 

Four long trenches excavated. Each one included 3X3m squares. 
Trenches №1 and №3 crossed the mound from SW to NE and overall it 
was about 84 m long. Trench №2 makes 900 with trench №4 in northern 
part of the mound (Fig. 2; Fig. 3). Site was damaged earlier, once in 1930’s 
when this territory used to plough and later in 1968-69 made trenches for 
plant the trees. Excavations here revealed Early Bronze, Late Bronze-Early 
Iron Age, Classical, and Medieval age cultural layers. 

Site description

Trench №1 is represented by possible medieval buildings with stone 
foundation in Sg1-Sf1 squares (Fig. 4; Fig. 5), but this area includes EBA 
pottery and lithics such as flint spearhead, and sickle blades (Fig. 7). It 
seems medieval walls destroyed earlier levels. Archaeologists assumed 
that they discovered so-called Khovle type oven (LBA) and they suggested 
excavating it next year but excavations here did not continue so far. 

Nine pits discovered in Wa13/14-We13/14 squares of trench №2 (Fig. 
5; Fig. 81). Basically, different period materials from EBA to medieval are 
mixed in these pits (Fig. 8; Fig. 9; Fig. 10). Significant objects from this 
trench are small figure with extended “horns”. Object belongs to Kura-
Araxes culture but it is broken and function remains undetermined. Another 
thing from this trench to note is an antler fragments which supposed to be 
waste that has traces of cutting made with metal tool (Fig. 94).

Only one medieval building discovered in trench №3. Its floor is covered 
with slabs (Fig. 4). Building was destroyed after fire. There was 20-30 cm 
thick ashy layer sat on the floor and included early medieval pottery sherds.
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Aim to excavate trench №4 in northern part of the mound was to find 
out if the settlement had defensive ditch from the north because the mound 
was defended naturally with riverbeds and ravines from other three sides. 
Excavations show that ditch supposed to be 4.0-4.2 m deep. It was used in 
medieval period to build semi-subterranean house there and cut LBA-EIA 
and Classical age layers. 

Worked bone and lithic assemblages
Mariam Eloshvili, Tamar Bitchashvili 

Bone and stone tools at Lashetkhevi settlement are much lesser than 
pottery assemblage. Seven bone objects separated from zooarchaeologi-
cal collection. Most of them are very damaged by natural taphonomy and 
it is hard to determine their function. We divided them into five groups:

1. Pointed tools
2. Polishing tools
3. Waste
4. Undetermined
5. Others
Pointed tools are represented by one item. It is made on tubular bone 

flake, the percussion of the bone is direct breaking, processed only point of 
the tool. On the very edge of the point is a tracing of the use-wear (Fig. 113).

Polishing tools also represented by one sample. The tool is very dam-
aged and there is left just small part of the edge, but still visibile use-wear 
on the working part, the reason why we separated that to this the group. 

Another group is waste where we have one sample of antler waste. It 
has traces of the removing from the three parts. Cutting apparently made 
with metal tool (Fig. 94).

Others – group includes one sample, made on antler, it is cut and pol-
ished from two sides. Inner part of the polished bone is perforated and has 
traces. Tool might be used as a handle (Fig. 111,2).

Undetermined group has three items. Despite the morphological shape 
we decided to separate them from others because of the missing working 
parts (Fig. 114). The third item is broken and there is only mesio-proximal 
fragment left.

Due to the less number of bone tools and their damage we are not able 
to discuss them in wider context. We can only conclude that the trace on 
the antler has made with metal tool that suggests that this antler was used 
in historical age, most probably in medieval period. Another significant 
thing is so-called handle of some sharp edged tool (lithic or metal) that 
could be knife or small sized dagger. 
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Lithics are also represented by very small assemblage. Basic raw mate-
rial in the collection is flint and all samples are tools. Other raw materials 
are obsidian, cobble, and basalt. Flint tools are discovered in trench №1, 
next to the EBA pottery. There are only four samples of flint tools, three 
of them are sickle blades and one is spearhead (Fig. 7).

Conclusion

Even though limited investigations and results at Lashetkhevi, site 
demonstrates that the multi-layer settlement has significant potential to 
contribute our knowledge about middle Kura basin as one of the populated 
region in different times. Due to the highly damaged picture since early 
20th century, settlement type remains unknown for us. Despite modern 
damages site itself as a multi-layer phenomenon has destroyed earlier 
layers after built later ones. Such multi-period sites are quite known from 
Shida Kartli region (e.g. Gudabertka [Mindiashvili et al. 2012], Dedoplis 
Gora/Aradetis Orgora [Rova 2014]) where they have settled once in Early 
Bronze Age and later in Late Bronze-Early Iron Age.

We would like to discuss the methodology what was used during 1973’s 
excavations. We think that there was no need to make 80m long trench 
(№1 and №3) to see site structure. Another big scale trench was made at 
the north part of the mound but every trench were quite non-standard shape 
that gave us very limited data about the site. 

We think that continue of the excavations at Lashetkhevi will give us 
new information that would be interesting in a regional context. Important 
thing is to adapt new methodology to investigate this multi-layer site. It is 
very important to figure out settlement types of Bronze Age. Significant 
is discovery of possible Khovle-type oven which remains under question 
mark. Also, later period layers are very important. It is interesting that 
Classical Age pottery sherds are mentioned in field diary but we have 
only registered Hellenistic period small-sized varnished diagnostic sherd.

At last, we think that future long-term and multi-disciplinary ar-
chaeological investigations will shed a light all questions and problems 
mentioned above.
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Fig. 1 1. Aerial photograph of the site (arcgis.com); 2. Location of the 
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Fig. 2 Sectors, grid and excavated areas (Original drawing)
Fig. 3 1. Grid and excavated areas related to aerial photograph; 2. Site 
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different periods
Fig. 5 Plans of the trenches №1, №2, and №3 (Redrawn and digitized 

by L. Losaberidze)
Fig. 6 Late Bronze-Early Iron Age pottery sherds from trench №1
Fig. 7 Flint spearhead and sickle blades from trench №1, dated to EBA
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(damaged)
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