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S. Arnhold, P. Bukhrashvili, F. Blocher, Z. Tskvitinidze, Sh. Davitashvili

Preliminary Report on the 2021 Archaeological Works in
Dedoplistskaro Municipality conducted by the joint expedition of
Thilisi Ilia State University and Halle Martin Luther University
Sumarry

In 2021, within the framework of the educational-research project deve-
loped at Ilia State University: ,,To the Origins of Statehood in the Caucasus®,
a joint Georgian-German archeological expedition, staffed by Georgian and
German professors and students, and funded by the Gerda Henkel Founda-
tion (https://www.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/), Oriental Society of Germany
(http://www.orient-gessellschaft.de/) and the University of Halle (http://www.
uni-halle.de/) have resumed excavations in the Dedoplistskaro Municipality:
1. Near the village Samreklo on the location ,,Sakaraulo Seri“ and
2. On the sanctuary, discovered in previous years on Mount Nazarlebi.

Samreklo Multilayer Site

Several horizons of the settlement were revealed and three burials were
observed.

The mentioned burials belong to the later layer of the site. The first of
these followed directly from the topsoil, without grave goods, and contained
only the entire skull and a few human bones. In the second tomb, which was
also located at a depth of 0.3 m from the surface, a deceased in a bent position
was buried on the right side and was accompanied by two small beads of
reddish jasper. The last one was a Pythos Burial, represented by the Butter
Churn, with the infant skeleton inside. There were found black burnished
fine, well-made earthenware, beads of white paste, a bronze earring and as
well as a bronze ring. Small cup and clay animal figurine have been attached
to the rim of the Butter Churn. Pythos Burial can be dated back to end of
5t - beginning of 4" cc BC.

Nazarlebi

From August 19 to September 22, the expedition resumed the archeo-
logical study of the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age Sanctuary, which began in
2018/19, on Nazarlebi Mountain.

Extended the trench on the easternmost part of the sanctuary, where has
been erected Soviet time geodetic point, which disturbed the construction
at the entrance of the sanctuary.
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However, after clearing this section, it was still possible to reveal the
fragments of its basement, which gives us at least a partial impression of
the original outline of the entrance of the sanctuary.

In the northeast corner, at about one meter depth from the floor of the
sanctuary, a large pile of stone appeared. Fragments of black polished
pottery from the relatively early period (probably the end of the 3™ - first
half of the 2" millennium BC) were also found here. All this suggests
that the sanctuary has been built on the flattened platform above the early
period settlement.

On the last day of the field work, the site was conserved: the fence of
the sanctuary and the excavated areas were covered with the coarse fabric
and soil.
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